
Journal
September 2013

Dear Aiken County Historical Society Member:

    Thanks very much to Jim Osbon for presenting a program on his new book, “Sand River,” at the Spring 
ACHS meeting. It was great having him at the meeting. He did a great job on the fictitious book that was set 
in Aiken. If you need a copy call Jim –his number is listed in the telephone book.

     Since our last general meeting the ACHS family has 
lost two important members. Former Board members 
Mac McClearen and Miss Ola Hitt recently passed 
away. Both contributed so much to the Aiken County 
Historical Society and to Aiken in general. Mac, along 
with Owen Sheetz authored “St. Thaddeus of Aiken- A 
Church and Its City.” Those two also “planted the seed” 
to rebuild the old Aiken Passenger Depot. Miss Hitt 
was associated with just about every historical society 
in Aiken and was also known for boarding Veterans in 
her large Chesterfield Street home. Both of them will be 
greatly missed.

     Congratulations to Sam Erb and his wife Donna on their retirement from the restaurant business. 
Downtown Aiken won’t be the same without the Westside Bowery. After 32 years they have earned a little rest 
and relaxation time, but something tells me they will have their hands in some type of venture fairly soon. 
Time will tell.

     The Friends of the Gaston Livery Stable wish to thank everyone who had anything to do with the Barn 
Cats of Aiken auction this past April. Things went well, but they continue to raise money and work on 
restoration of the building.

     The next ACHS general meeting will be held on Sunday, September 29th, 3:00pm at the old Aiken Prep 
School building (now Mead Hall Episcopal School) on Barnwell Avenue. Mr. Bob Harrington, long-time Head 
Master at the school, will be the featured speaker. After his presentation we will unveil an official State of 
South Carolina historical marker for the former school. A reception will follow the program. Current Mead 
Hall students will be available after the program to take people on tours of the school. The school will be open 
for those wishing to take a self-guided tour. 

     Thanks to Zach Harrington, grandson of Bob Harrington, for contributing his Aiken Prep report printed in 
this newsletter.  For those wishing to donate directly to the cost ($2,000) of the Aiken Prep historical marker 
there is a form inside the newsletter. Thank you very much for your support.  We hope to see you on the 29th.

    Allen Riddick
    President
    Aiken County Historical Society



Aiken County Historical Society General Meeting
April 2013

Bea Peyser purchases a book.Our speaker, Jim Osbon

The crowd

The reception The Osbon family, from left to right:
Bea (wife), Jim, Keith (son), Kathryn (granddaughter), 

Neil (son) and his wife Georgette.



AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FALL GENERAL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 29TH, 3:00 PM
MEAD HALL EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

(THE OLD AIKEN PREP CAMPUS ON BARNWELL STREET)

  Mr. Bob Harrington will be the featured 
speaker.  He was associated with Aiken Prep 
for over 60 years and was head master for 
17 years.  An official State of SC Historical 
Marker will be unveiled for Aiken Prep 
School. 
Following the unveiling there will be a 
reception.  Tours of the school will be 
available, guided by current students.

2013 ACHS Membership Form
Dues are now being accepted.

Anyone wishing to join the Aiken County Historical Society is cordially invited to do so.  
Please complete the application below and mail it with your dues to:
    Aiken County Historical Society
   P.O. Box 1775
   Aiken, SC 29802

Name:_____________________________________________Membership Type:_________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:______________________________________Phone:___________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Single:   $15
Family:   $20
Patron:   $25

Corporate:   $50
Donor:   $100
Benefactor:   $500
Life:    $1000

One Time Donation:  $________________________________________________________________
The one time donation is for those members who have already paid their dues, but would like to 
contribute directly toward our Historical Marker Fund.  We also encourage others who may not 
want to become an ACHS member, but would like to make a contribution to our organization.



In Memoriam
Ms. Ola Hitt Mr. Mac McClearen

Pictured at home, sitting on her porch, 
holding a Certificate of Appreciation 

awarded to her by The American Legion

Left to right: Mac McClearen and Owen Sheetz 
accepting commemorative plaques 

on the night of the VIP Grand Opening 
of the Old Passenger Depot in Aiken, SC
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Aiken Prep Historical Marker Donation Form

If you wish to contribute to the Aiken Prep Historical Marker, please complete the form below
and send to the ACHS, Box 1775, Aiken, SC 29802.    

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:______________________________________Phone:___________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

One Time Donation:  $________________________________________________________________
This one-time donation will go directly to the fund for the Aiken Prep Historical Marker.
Please make check payable to:  Aiken County Historical Society
Submit your payment with this form.

(Pictured: Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock)



Semper Viridis: The History of Aiken Prep
by Zach Harrington































Aiken County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1775
Aiken, South Carolina 29802-1775

WHO IS THIS
HAPPY LADY? 

Don’t miss the next meeting to find out 
her vital role in Aiken’s Prep’s history!

Details inside this month’s newsletter!

Hint:  Her early childhood visits led to 
“creating the winter playground that 
was Aiken.”


