
Journal
September 2014

Dear Aiken County Historical Society Member:

     Thanks very much to Dr. Jim Farmer for his presentation on William Gregg and his 
Aiken home, “Kalmia,” at our last meeting. Jim is a top historian who is very complete and 
thorough in the research he does for his presentations. It is always great having him as a 
speaker. Thanks also to Jim for the research and actual writing of the text for the “Kalmia” 
historical marker that is located at the corner of Richland and Gregg Avenues. Please take 
notice of the marker when you are over that way. It was also great having 90+ year old 
Helga Hulse entertain us prior to the start of the meeting. She is a phenomenal lady.

     Hopefully you will receive this newsletter prior to September 28th because on that day 
there are two important historical events that will be happening locally. The first is a life-
sized replica of the Hunley will be on the grounds of the Aiken County Historical Museum. 
The Horse Creek Historical Society will also be unveiling a historical marker for The 
Graniteville Academy at 2:00 pm that day. Please mark your calendar for those events. 

     Enclosed in this journal is the 2015 membership form. I hope you will fill it out and 
send in your dues for the upcoming year. That will save us from having to send out 
reminders in January of 2015. Your support really helps us and we appreciate it. 

     Please also plan to attend our meeting on October 5th, 3:00 pm at the Aiken County 
Historical Museum. Mr. James “Hallie” Holland will be our guest speaker and his subject 
will be the Aiken Colored Cemetery/Pine Lawn Cemetery. He is a retired Army Major 
and is on the Pine Lawn Board of Directors. He is also very active as the National Vice-
Commander of The American Legion. After his presentation we will unveil an official State 
of South Carolina historical marker for the cemetery. That will be our 21 marker since 
1999. A reception will follow the unveiling.

     Welcome and congratulations to the new Aiken County Historical Museum Executive 
Director, Brenda Baratto. She will do a great job.

    Allen Riddick
    President
    Aiken County Historical Society



      The Aiken Colored Cemetery, established in 1852, was the principal burial ground for African-
Americans in the City of Aiken. It is significant for its long association with the African–American 
community in Aiken, as represented by the graves of slaves, freedmen, prominent leaders of the 
Reconstruction era in Aiken County, merchants, bankers, lawyers, doctors, ministers, and educators in 
Aiken and Aiken County from 1852 to the mid-twentieth century. It is also a locally significant and intact 
example of a vernacular cemetery, still in use today, illustrating common black burial customs over a 
period of more than one hundred and fifty years.

      The cemetery, now Pine Lawn Cemetery, was the only public burial ground for African-Americans 
in the City of Aiken from the mid-nineteenth century through the mid-twentieth century. Purchased by 
the City of Aiken from James Purvis in 1852, this cemetery, originally four acres but later enlarged to the 
present 9.5 acres, also served as a public burial ground for paupers. In continual use since 1852, it is the 
final resting place of African-Americans in the Aiken community, many of them prominent leaders in the 
city.

     The City of Aiken supervised the cemetery until 1892, when it deeded the cemetery to the Aiken 
Cemetery and Burial Association with the provision that the organization maintain the property as 
a burial ground. The trusteeships were handed down in the African-American community, and the 
cemetery was maintained with the assistance of the City of Aiken. Between 1968 and 2006, Pine Lawn 
Cemetery has incorporated and re-incorporated to maintain ownership of the cemetery. Currently, the 
members of the Board of Trustees of Pine Lawn Cemetery include long-time supporters as well as new, 
young members of the African-American community committed to the preservation and revitalization of 
the cemetery.

     Some of the significant African-Americans buried in the cemetery include the following:
   •  Richard Ancrum (d. 1852),  was probably a slave. His monument dated 1852 and among the earliest 
in the cemetery, bears the inscriptions, “A faithful servant” and “Aged 86 years.”

   •  E.P. Stoney (1840-1919), a significant local figure during Reconstruction who was described as a 
“Republican activist.” Elected one of the first Aiken County Commissioners, Stoney was one of the U.S. 
Marshals conducting the U.S. Census of 1870. He also served as Intendant of Aiken in 1871, 1872, 1873, 
and 1876. Stoney is listed on the 1868 Voter Registration Rolls of the Election Precinct, Barnwell County 
(Aiken County did not come into being until 1871). A tailor, he was self-employed. According to the 1870 
Census, he owned a home worth $1,200 and personal property valued a $700. On his headstone is the 
inscription, “A loving father/A faithful friend/A public benefactor.” Adjoining his marker is that of his 
wife, Mary Ellen Stoney.

   •  Vincent Green (1830-1894) was a prominent elder of the Emanuel Presbyterian Church. In 1881, he 
and his mother contributed the first ten dollars to the Reverend W.R. Coles toward the construction of 
the Emanuel School (also called Coles Academy). It was a school for the children of former slaves. 
     

Aiken Colored Cemetery



A number of veterans of the Spanish-American War, WW I, WW II, Korean War, and Vietnam are buried 
in the cemetery.
     
The information for this short history came from the National Register of Historic Places application 
form.

Entrance to Pine Lawn Cemetery

This live oak tree provides shade for those buried in this plot.

Aiken Colored Cemetery



Dr. Jim Farmer during his presentation.

Aiken County Historical Society 

2014 Winter Meeting

Helga Hulse played the piano prior to 
the meeting.

Pat Pennington and Allen Riddick unveil the Kalmia 
historical marker.

ACHS Board Member Mike Norton reads the Kalmia 
historical marker which is at the corner of Richland and 

Gregg Avenue.



     2014 is a banner year for the Palmetto Trust for Historic Preservation, founded in 1990 as the 
only nonprofit statewide organization dedicated to preserving historic structures in South Carolina.  
Greenville can admire the grand Wilkins House and Daufuskie Island can treasure the charming  
Frances Jones House as protective easements were granted in exchange for the professional help of the 
Trust and its director Mike Bedenbaugh.

     The Wilkins House, built in 1877, was the most 
prominent property in the fashionable Augusta Road 
neighborhood south of downtown Greenville. When 
a new owner announced demolition plans and the city 
of Greenville could not protect it, Neil Wilson, a local 
developer, bravely stepped in.  He committed to buy, 
rehab, and place restrictive covenants on the property 
if the Palmetto Trust could help raise the money to 
move it.  The Trust and local preservationists worked 
together and on September 6 Neil moved it to a ½ acre 
lot three blocks away.  176 ties held up 50 tons of steel 
which supported 750 tons of house.  Look on Facebook 
and the Trust website (palmettotrust.org) to see more 
photos of this exciting restoration effort. 

     270 miles away Mike and the Trust also saved the Frances Jones House on Daufuskie Island, a 950 
square foot vernacular dwelling that dates from 1865 with additions from the 1890s.   Ms. Frances, born 
in 1903, was the island’s only elementary school teacher for 39 years and led many social programs to 
help the natives.  This cottage, now painted her favorite “haint blue,” is the most important of two dozen 
original Gullah dwellings which had been left to the elements and termites as family members moved 
away for work.  The Daufuskie Endangered Places Program created by the Trust received a large grant 
from the 1772 Foundation and restoration work began.  Beginning in October the house will be available 
for rent and welcome visitors to its hearth to share in the rich history of traditional Gullah life (contact 
daufuskieendangeredplaces.org for rental information).  The family will retain ownership as restoration 
costs are repaid by income from the property.

     The Palmetto Trust comes into communities 
and delivers solutions that save valuable 
buildings.  Its help is available to our members 
who want to preserve Aiken County structures. 
Please join the Palmetto Trust if you are 
not already a member and continue to give 
support if you are.  Visit the website and www.
palmettotrust.org or go to Facebook or call 
(803)924-9979.  The new “Five for the Future” 
campaign provides a way to donate on a regular 
basis to be sure this effective and much-needed 
group keeps working for South Carolina.

Palmetto Trust Saves Up Country and Low Country Gems



2015 ACHS Membership Form
Dues are now being accepted.

Anyone wishing to join the Aiken County Historical Society is cordially invited to do so.  
Please complete the application below and mail it with your dues to:
    Aiken County Historical Society
   P.O. Box 1775
   Aiken, SC 29802

Name:_____________________________________________Membership Type:_________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:______________________________________Phone:___________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Patron:   $25
Corporate:   $50
Donor:   $100

Benefactor:   $500
Life:    $1000

One Time Donation:  $________________________________________________________________
The one time donation is for those members who have already paid their dues, but would like to 
contribute directly toward our Historical Marker Fund.  We also encourage others who may not 
want to become an ACHS member, but would like to make a contribution to our organization.

AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FALL GENERAL MEETING

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2014
3:00 PM

AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

 Mr. James “Hallie” Holland, retired Army Major and currently 
the National Vice-Commander of the American Legion, will speak on 

the Aiken Colored Cemetery/Pine Lawn Cemetery.

A historical marker will be unveiled after his presentation. 
A reception will follow. 



Gaston Livery Stable

Work continues at the Gaston Livery Stable. Officers-in-training at Fort Gordon came 
over recently and helped greatly with “The Barn”. These are just two photos from their 

two work days. City Councilman Reggie Ebner has been coordinating their work.

The Officers

Reggie Ebner directs the officers



Aiken County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1775
Aiken, South Carolina 29802-1775

Visit http://www.aikencountyhistoricalsociety.org

Gary Dexter stands in front of his pottery display at the Gaston Livery Stable. He 
produces the pottery in his kiln which is located on the grounds of the Gaston Livery 

Stable. The pottery can be purchased during any event at “The Barn”.


