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Historical Society

Dear Aiken County Historical Society
Member and Friends:

Thanks very much to Howard Wayt
for his presentation on the Inclined Plane
in January. What a wonderful history on
the Inclined Plane and of the mechanics of
the system. Watching his presentation, you
could tell he has spent many, many hours
researching the Inclined Plane. There is
still more to learn about the system. [ am
sure Howard will keep “digging” for more
information. Thanks also to Jenks and
Jessica Meyer for their help in the process
of installing the Inclined Plane historical
marker. Their home at 520 Highland Park
Drive has the new historical marker.

The next historical marker, our 35th
since reorganizing the ACHS in 1999, we
will unveil is for the Johnson Drug Store/
McGhee Block. That will be done at our
next general meeting on April 7th, at the
Center for African American History Art and
Culture. This will be a joint meeting of the
ACHS and the Historic Aiken Foundation.
The 3:00 pm meeting will feature a talk by
Historic Aiken Foundation’s President Linda
Johnson about Johnson’s Drug Store and
the McGhee Block. After her presentation
Mr. Bill McGhee will speak on behalf of the
Johnson and McGhee families. The McGhee
and Johnson families graciously paid for
this marker. We will then take the historical
marker to the corner of Newberry Street
and Richland Avenue and officially put it
on the post. A bonus that afternoon will be
going into what was the old Johnson’s Drug
Store Thanks to the City of Aiken. We will
have drinks for people at that point. I hope
you will make your plans to attend this very
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important meeting.

The next historical marker after the
Johnson’s Drug/McGhee Block marker will
be for the Chancellor James Parsons Carroll
House. We have just sent to paper work
to the foundry in Ohio to have the marker
manufactured. We have been working with
the current home owner- the Meyer family-
on this marker. They have also graciously
agreed to pay for this marker. The old home
is located on Gregg Avenue and is the last
home standing in what was the Village of
Kalmia. This was a village started by William
Gregg for some of his Charleston friends.
The Village of Kalmia also had a depot on
the railroad line that went to Hamburg
(North Augusta) after leaving Aiken. People
have been searching for the location of the
old Kalmia Depot, but no luck so far.

The paperwork for a historical marker
for The Alley will be sent off by the end of
March or early April. HAF President Linda
Johnson has done a great deal of research
on The Alley and the paperwork should be
ready soon. We hope this marker will be
in our possession late this year or early
2025. The ACHS and the Historic Aiken
Foundation are splitting the cost of this
marker unless we can get some of the
businesses in The Alley to help pay for it.

There is a chance the City of Aiken
and the Friends of Hopelands and Rye Patch
will be paying for markers for those two city-
owned properties, Hopelands and Rye Patch.
More to come on that later.

Finally, with the help of the people
who own the old Warrenville Mill property-



Camden Management Partners along with
Piedmont Private Equity, LLC- we hope to
erect a historical marker there. More on that
project later.

Once the previously mentioned
historical markers have been completed, our
total since 1999 will be 40 markers.

THANK YOU to all our members who
have paid your 2024 dues. Your support
means everything. Our goal is to preserve
and document Aiken County’s rich history.

We hope to see you at the Center for
African American History, Arts and Culture
on York Street on April 7th at 3:00 pm.

History Matters,
Allen Riddick

Mary Jane “Mamie” Johnson
stands at the entrance to Johnson’s Drug Store at the
corner of Newberry St. and Richland Avenue.
She ran the drug store for a couple of years after the
death of Dr. C.C. Johnson.




The McGhee Block

The McGhee Block: A Testament to
Aiken’s Black History

It was unusual to say the least. A commercial
space built, owned, and operated by Blacks that
leased space to White-owned businesses during
the Jim Crow days. A Black-owned drugstore
with a soda fountain that served both Blacks
and Whites despite segregation elsewhere. This
was the McGhee Block, at the southwest corner
of Richland Avenue and Newberry Street, the
one-story white brick building with an angled
entryway on the corner.

The McGhee Block, sometimes called the
Johnson-McGhee Building, was built in 1920

by Black cousins Albert and William McGhee.
The McGhees were two of Aiken’s earliest and
most prominent Black contractors, and they
built numerous buildings for both the Black

and White communities between 1904 and

1937. They built Aiken’s first hospital and first
public school for Blacks (the Aiken Graded
School), now both gone. But several examples

of their work survive today, such as the gyms

at Fermata and the Aiken Prep school and the
serpentine wall around Hopelands Gardens.
Many Winter Colony homes or additions to those
homes were built by the McGhee cousins. As one
contemporary noted, the McGhees constructed
“many of the finest residences ever raised among
the Winter resorts.” Their fine craftsmanship
was valued above color and contributes to
Aiken’s charm today.

It was daring for Blacks to build and operate a
commercial block near “uptown,” as Laurens
Street was called then. The area was dominated
by White businesses. The construction coincided
with the “Golden Age” for Aiken’s Black business
community between 1900 and 1930. Many
Black businesses opened in Aiken during

this period that served both Black and White
citizens - tailors, barbers, blacksmiths, harness

makers, brick masons, shoemakers, milliners,
and seamstresses. But most of these businesses
were located “downtown” near the train depot.
And Blacks were rarely, if ever, landlords for
Whites.

The McGhees went on to use one storefront for
their own headquarters, then leased the other
six. Black tenants include included the Central
Fish Market, whose manager Eliot Robinson
welcomed orders for “fresh sea food,” Samuel G.
Eubanks, who ran the Economy Shoe Shop, and
Dr. A.B. Johnson. There were White tenants as
well, like George Thorpe, who operated the Seed
Store there from the late 1920s to the mid-1930s
and John J. Lucas, proprietor of the Aiken
Sanitary Café. But the most notable tenant was
Dr. Charles Catlett Johnson.

Dr. C.C. Johnson was a Black physician and
pharmacist who established a medical practice
in Aiken about 1905 and became a leader

and mentor in the Black medical community,
supporting the training of other Black
professionals. For nearly 25 years he operated
a drugstore, the only known Black-owned
pharmacy to have operated in Aiken during the
period. His first location was a stand-alone
building on Richland Avenue and his second
was in the Hotel Aiken, but in 1920 he relocated
to the eastern corner of the McGhee Block.

In 1913, he installed a soda fountain at his
drugstore, reportedly the only soda fountain
in Aiken that would serve Blacks. It was also
popular with Whites, especially the White
children who frequented the city swimming
pool in the middle of nearby Newberry Street.
Rev. Richard Carroll, an influential Black South
Carolinian of the early 20th century, recalled
visiting Johnson’s store in 1921 and said it
was “one of the most up-to-date; and [ don’t
mean of colored drug stores, but of all drug
stores in South Carolina.” Carroll highlighted



the diversity of Johnson’s clientele and reported
his “patronage comes from both races, from the
lowest to the highest.”

The influence of the McGhees and Dr. Johnson
extended beyond their respective businesses.
All three were leaders in their churches and in
fraternal organizations such as the Masonic
Lodge, the colored Knights of Pythias, and the
Oddfellows. In 1918, Dr. Johnson applied to the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People requesting a chapter in Aiken,
then all three became founding members. In the
1920s, the men helped raise the money for the
Aiken Graded School.

The McGhee Block is significant in Aiken’s
history, a rare representation of Black
entrepreneurship that flourished during Aiken’s
“Golden Age” of Black business and a testament
to the contributions of these Black citizens.

Note: In recognition of its history, the McGhee
Block was added to the National Register of
Historic Places on January 30, 2024.
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From left, Albert B. McGhee, sec. Lee Ann Hatcher
and William M. McGhee, Sr. pose in the office for their
construction business when it was in one of the spaces
in the McGhee Block which still faces Richland Avenue

today.

Dr. C.C. Johnson stands inside what is believed to
be the second location of Johnson’s Drug Store.
It was located inside the lower level of the Hotel Aiken.
The entrance was on Richland Avenue.

Dr. C.C. Johnson stands on the far left in what was
Johnson’s Drug Store when it was located at the corner
of Newberry Street and Richland Avenue.

He moved here in 1920.



2024 ACHS MEMBERSHIP FORM

DUES ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED.

Anyone wishing to join the Aiken County Historical Society is cordially invited to do so.
Please complete the application below and mail it with your dues to:

Aiken County Historical Society Patron: $25 Benefactor:  $500
P.O. Box 1775 Corporate: S50 Life: $1000
Aiken, SC 29802 Donor: $100

Name: Membership Type:

Address:

City, State, Zip: Phone:

E-mail:

One Time Donation: S

The one time donation is for those members who have already paid their dues, but would like to
contribute directly toward our Historical Marker Fund. We also encourage others who may not
want to become an ACHS member, but would like to make a contribution to our organization.

Thanking you in advance for your continued and generous support of the ACHS. We
could not do what we do without you. Collen and the Gaston Livery Stable Board also
appreciate your help of their ongoing and important project.

2024 GASTON LIVERY STABLE MEMBERSHIP FORM
DUES ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED.

Anyone wishing to join the Gaston Livery Stable is cordially invited to do so.
Please complete the application below and mail it with your dues to:

Friend: $25 Lucky Horse Shoe: $100

Friends of the Gaston Livery Stable Family: $50 Carriage: $500
Box 5357 Winter Colony: $1000
Aiken, SC 29804 Pave the Way: To purchase bricks to be
installed in the barn floor. S5 per brick.

Name: Membership Type:

Address:

City, State, Zip: Phone:

E-mail:

One Time Donation: S




AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING MEETING
APRIL 7, 2024, 3:00 PM AT
AT THE CENTER FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY, ARTS AND CULTURE

The Aiken County Historical Society and the Historic Aiken Foundation will hold a joint meeting
to unveil an official State of SC historical marker for Johnson’s Drug Store/the McGhee Block.
Our speakers will be H.A.F. President Linda Johnson and Bill McGhee.

Linda will give some of the history and Bill will speak on behalf of the Johnson and McGhee
families. After the presentations we will unveil the marker at the CAAHAC and THEN take the
marker and place it at its permanent location at the corner of Newberry Street and Richland
Avenue. We will then be allowed by the City of Aiken to enter the location of the former
Johnson’s Drug Store. We will have a reception at the former Johnson’s Drug Store.



JANUARY GENERAL MEETING

Howard Wayt makes his presentation about the
Inclined Plane.
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Unveiling the Inclined Plane historical Allen Riddick poses with homeowner Jessica
marker are Allen Riddick, Howard Wayt and Meyer after placing the historical marker on the
Jenks Meyer. post at her home at the conclusion of our meeting.




Aiken County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1775
Aiken, South Carolina 29802-1775

Visit http://www.aikencountyhistory.org

A family photo of Dr. Charles C. and Cecelia Ladeveze Johnson
along with six of their seven children.



