
Dear Aiken County Historical Society 
Member:

     I am very sorry for not meeting in January 
or February for our winter gathering, but we 
were going through a transition with replacing 
Treasurer Michael Norton- (A great BIG 
thank you for all he did for the ACHS). I was 
really afraid we were not going to find a new 
treasurer, but Dennis Harkins stepped up and 
volunteered. I feel really good about having 
him because he has a long history of being a 
treasurer of another non-profit organization 
and his work background was in the computer 
field. Michael has given Dennis great turnover 
and I feel confident we are now ready to 
proceed.  

    Back to September of 2024, thank you to 
our speaker Dean Norton.  He came to us from 
Washington, DC, and Mount Vernon where 
he had been working for 50 years. His last 
position there was as Head Horticulturist. He 
is now retired. He gave a wonderful program. 
He even sent me some books about boxwoods. 
If you would like to see one let me know.

    I hope you will want to retain your ACHS 
membership after our transition. The Journal 
has a membership form. The remainder of 
the year will be exciting. Our spring meeting 
on Sunday, May 4th, 3:00 p.m. will feature 
Aiken’s #1 Researcher and Historian Linda 
Johnson. She will discuss the Chancellor 
James Parsons Carroll House (circa 1855) 
at 112 Gregg Avenue. This is the last house 
standing in what was the Village of Kalmia- a 
retreat for William Gregg and friends. Kalmia 
even had a small railroad depot up the tracks 
from the Aiken Depot. We will meet at the 

house and hear Linda speak (The homeowners 
have 24 chairs, but feel free to bring your 
own. PEOPLE CAN SIT ON THE HOUSE’S 
WIDE PORCH IN CASE OF RAIN). We will then 
unveil an official State of SC historical marker 
for the Chancellor Carroll House. The owners 
will host a reception. This will be a good 
opportunity to visit one of the oldest and most 
significant homes in Aiken.

    The date for fall meeting has not been set, 
but this will be one of our most significant 
meetings ever. This Thanksgiving Day marks 
the 75th Anniversary of the announcement 
that changed Aiken and the entire CSRA- the 
Atomic Energy Commission announced the 
coming of the Savannah River Plant. Aiken 
had about 7,000 people then. Aiken began a 
growth- first with construction workers, then 
with the permanent “Bomb Plant” workers and 
their families (my parents moved to Aiken then 
and had three children)- that continues today. 

    Besides the upcoming historical marker 
for the Chancellor House, the ACHS has been 
busy with many others. We also just received 
shipment of a marker for the North Augusta 
Trolley Station that was paid for by a generous 
donation by a North Augusta group. We have a 
good friend in North Augusta-Milledge Murry- 
who also sees the value in the historical 
markers. He helped with that one and has one 
more in the works- Palmetto Lodge. The City of 
North Augusta (Accom. Tax) is paying for the 
great majority of that marker.

    Several months back we applied for and 
received a grant for a historical marker for 
Sardis Elementary School in Salley. This one 
marker was part of a group of twenty-five 
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markers for African-American sites in South 
Carolina. It should be delivered to us in four 
or five more months. 

    We are also working on two historical 
markers for the City of Aiken- one for 
Hopelands and the other for Rye Patch. 
Of course, these two markers are for the 
beautiful, old Winter Colony properties along 
Whiskey Road that make up one of Aiken’s 
most popular destinations. Thanks to Anna 
Dangerfield and Lil Brannon for their help 
with those two markers.

    There were two damaged historical markers 
that had to be repaired. The first was titled 
“Aiken Graded School.” It had been damaged 
by a falling tree during Hurricane Helene. See 
the photo. The other was located on Laurens 
Street and titled “Aiken’s Jewish Merchants.”  
It was not damaged during the hurricane. I 
don’t know what could have damaged it. I just 
hope it was not done on purpose. Both were 
repaired by B and S Machine Tool, Inc. We 
thank Bart Blackwell, the owner, for a job well 
done and at a very fair price. B and S Machine 
Tool, Inc. now is the destination where all of 
our historical markers are delivered after they 
are fabricated in Ohio. Lionel Smith had been 
the destination for many years, but a new 
trucking company made it difficult on us to 
have them delivered there. We thank Lionel 
Smith for their many years of dedication to the 
ACHS.

    The final historical marker I want to 
mention is titled “Aiken County.” This one 
replaces the old “Aiken County” historical 
marker which now sits in front of the Aiken 
County Court House. The wording is greatly 
updated from the original marker and was 
sponsored by the Aiken County Historical 
Museum and the Aiken County Government.

    The markers I have discussed come at very 
little cost to the ACHS. Once they are all in 
place, it will give us 43 historical markers 
since we reorganized in 1999. I just think this 
is a great accomplishment. The markers will 
be here for many, many years. I just hope 
the next person that has my post will take 
care of the markers and have them repaired 
if something happens to them. May we (the 
ACHS) continue to erect more historical 
markers because Aiken County has so much 
history. 
  
    An iconic and historic figure in Aiken, Mr. 
Walt Joseph has moved to the Atlanta area to 
be closer to family. He is the man behind the 
making of the Savannah River Site Museum. 
Besides that, he is just a great human being. 
We will all miss him and wish him well. 
We hope to see him in the fall for the 75th 
Anniversary of the Savannah River Plant. 

History Matters,
Allen Riddick, 
Aiken County Historical Society president
     

Hurricane Helene damaged the Aik-

en Graded School historical marker 

on the grounds of the Smith Hazel 

Rec. Center. It has been repaired 

and placed back on its pole.
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Chancellor Carroll House

    More than a century before Richard 

Steele envisioned the planned community 

of Woodside, William Gregg, founder of the 

Graniteville Company, created his own 

planned community. “Kalmia Village” was 

located two miles west of downtown Aiken on 

Kalmia Hill, near the intersection of what are 

now Richland Avenue/Highway 1 and Gregg 

Avenue. The elevation made for pleasant 

summer weather. Gregg built his own home 

there, then sold adjacent lots to Charleston 

friends. One of these was James Parsons 

Carroll, who bought two lots in 1856 and 

built a summer home, according to an 1862 

Charleston paper. It is the only home that 

survives from Kalmia Village.

    Carroll (1809-1883), the son of a Charleston 

planter, was a noted attorney.  He served in 

the South Carolina House of Representatives 

from 1838 to 1839 and in the South Carolina 

Senate from 1853 to 1854. He was re-elected 

to the Senate in 1858, but in 1859 he was 

elected Chancellor of the Court of Equity and 

remained in that position until 1868, when 

the office was abolished by the new state 

constitution. Carroll was also a delegate to the 

1860 Secession Convention and signed the 

Ordinance of Secession. 

    The house originally had six large rooms 

and piazzas on three sides on 28 acres, 

according to an 1870 sales notice. Like most 

homes of the time, the kitchen was a separate 

building. By the 1890s, the Chancellor Carrol 

house was owned by local residents. In 1928, 

noted Augusta architect Willis Irvin bought 

the home, and some time thereafter began 

expanding and remodeling it. The house came 

to be known as Irvin Court. It is believed that 

the central section represents the original 

house, and that the recessed side wings that 

flank it were added by Irvin. The original 

kitchen, which was a separate building, was 

moved to join the left side, and a balancing 

wing added to the right side.

    Irvin incorporated many of the distinctive 

features for which he was well known, like 

elaborate fireplaces, while still retaining 

the historic features1. The house is one and 

one-half stories and constructed of hand-

hewn timber with clapboard siding.  It has 

a one-story piazza with six square columns 

and simple balustrades. The rear façade has 

a double entrance door with fanlight and 

sidelights. The large front room contains two 

fireplaces, and it is believed it was originally 

two rooms. Those fireplaces are said to have 

come from a home in Winnsboro that served 

as headquarters for the British during the 

Revolutionary War. The floors throughout are 

heart pine. Here the Irvin family lived until 

shortly after Willis’ death in 1950.

1	  Prepared by Linda M Johnson, 3/16/25

By Linda Johnson



The crowd.
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SEPTEMBER 2024 GENERAL MEETING

Dean Norton

Reception
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2025 Gaston Livery Stable Membership Form
Dues are now being accepted.

Anyone wishing to join the Gaston Livery Stable is cordially invited to do so.  
Please complete the application below and mail it with your dues to:

    

    Friends of the Gaston Livery Stable
   Box 5357 
   Aiken, SC 29804

Name:_____________________________________________Membership Type:_________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:______________________________________Phone:___________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Friend:  $25
Family:  $50

Lucky Horse Shoe:  	$100
Carriage:  		  $500
Winter Colony:  	 $1000

One Time Donation:  $________________________________________________________________

Pave the Way: To purchase bricks to be 
installed in the barn floor. $5 per brick. 

2025 ACHS Membership Form
Dues are now being accepted.

Anyone wishing to join the Aiken County Historical Society is cordially invited to do so.  
Please complete the application below and mail it with your dues to:
    Aiken County Historical Society
   P.O. Box 1775
   Aiken, SC 29802

Name:_____________________________________________Membership Type:_________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:______________________________________Phone:___________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Patron:  	 $25
Corporate:  	 $50
Donor:  	 $100

Benefactor:  	 $500
Life:  		  $1000

One Time Donation:  $________________________________________________________________
The one time donation is for those members who have already paid their dues, but would like to 
contribute directly toward our Historical Marker Fund.  We also encourage others who may not 
want to become an ACHS member, but would like to make a contribution to our organization.

Thanking you in advance for your continued and generous support of the ACHS. We 
could not do what we do without you. Collen and the Gaston Livery Stable Board also 

appreciate your help of their ongoing and important project.
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AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING GENERAL MEETING
SUNDAY,  MAY 4TH, 3:00 P.M.

112 GREGG AVENUE.

Historian Linda Johnson will be the guest speaker. She will discuss the 

Chancellor Carroll House.  It is the last house that was part of what was known 

as Kalmia Village- a summer retreat for William Gregg’s friends from Charleston. 

After Linda’s presentation we will unveil a historical marker for the property. 

A reception will follow.

The event will be outside. In case of rain the program will be 

held in the house or on the house’s large porch. 25 chairs

will be provided, but you might want to bring your own.

We hope to see you on May 4th.
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WALT JOSEPH RECEPTION

TOP:  Mr. Joseph, his son Joe and daughter-
in-law Mary Beth Reed in front of the SRS 
Museum.

LEFT: Presentations were made during a brief 
ceremony.

BOTTOM LEFT: Well-wishers.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Sen. Tom Young makes a 
presentation.

Recently the SRS Museum held 

a reception for its founder- the 

iconic Walt Joseph. Mr. Joseph is 

moving to the Atlanta area to be 

closer to his family.



Aiken County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1775
Aiken, South Carolina 29802-1775

Visit http://www.aikencountyhistory.org

Lauren Virgo and the staff of the Aiken County Historical Museum replaced
the old Aiken County Historical Marker that sat in front of the Aiken County Courthouse on March 10th 
with an updated historical marker. The new marker’s wording better reflects the history of Aiken County. 


